
by chloroform, can readily be separated from tho latter, by shaking it
with acidulated water, while the impurities, which have also been dis-
solved by the chloroform, remain.
Thus we have a very valuable reagent in chloroform, for obtainingthese vegetable alkaloids from animal tissues in an almost perfectly pure

state, and, when weighed amounts have been mixed with animal tis-
sues and fluids, Nowak has been enabled frequently to isolate tho
entire amount in a state of great purity.

BibliographicalNotices

Slcin Diseases: an Inquiry into their Parasitic Origin, and Connection
with Eye Affections, &c. By Jabez Hogg, Surgeon to the Royal
Westminster Ophthalmic Hospital, &c. London: 1873. Pp. 108.
" My apology (if one bo needed) for tho publication of this brochure,"

states the writer of this book in his preface, " is simply that I havo
been unable to supply the demands of friends for copies of my papers
' On the Vegetable Parasites infesting the Human Skin.'" Plow tho
author's friends feel about its publication, wo have no means of know-
ing ; but we do feel that the medical profession, to which it is now
presented, should not receive such a book, even with an apology. A
writer who professes in these days to instruct others should have full
knowledge of his subject, and judgment wherewith to manage it. Dr.
Hogg seems to lack both.
His views may be briefly stated, as follows: The vegetation found

in such affections as favus, ringworm, &c, is a secondary product,
and they are due to a deranged state of health. They are, moreover,
scarcely, if ever, cured by destroying the parasite, nor arc the para-
sites even universally present in these affections.
These opinions are outside of the province of criticism, because

there is no truth in them. Their answer may be found in the writings
of all recent and competent observers; but farther notice of them hero
would take the time of reader and reviewer, and they are not worth it.
Dr. Hogg has also made experiments in the culture of the parasitic

fungi. They were conducted much in the same way as peas are sown ;
and his deductions from them are as intelligent and reliable as those
of tho gardener who, finding weeds springing up with his peas, shouldattribute the whole growth in his beds to the seed ho had planted.
If the reader cares to know more of the opinions of one so loose in

his own observations, and so ignorant of those of others, who should
have been his teachers, he may also find in this book writings concern-
ing the gerin theory of cholera ; dust and disease, &c. J. C. W.

Thinkers and Thinking. By J. E. Garretson, M.D. (John Darby),
Author of "Odd Hours of a Physician," &c. Philadelphia: J. B.
Lippincott & Co. 1873.
This is certainly a remarkable book. The author is himself evidently

a " thinker." A critique, such as the volume deserves, would require
far more space than could be possibly accorded to it in the Journal.
We, therefore, shall not attempt a review, and can barely offer a no-
tice. The author's style is terse, condensed, powerful ; his logic
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